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LESSONS ON THE LINKS

Cousins bought East Lake Country Club and origi-
nally thought of improving the neighborhood first —
till he realized that the club could help support the
revitalization efforts. He picked up the noble old prop-
erty when it was nearly bankrupt, a businessman buying
an investment piece. Smart move, since the game has
become the economic engine powering East Lake.

East Lake Golf Club has preserved a dimension of
wealth and prestige in the neighborhood. It’s “golf
with a purpose,” as members like to say. They pony
up $100,000 to join, another $10,000 a year in dues.
Then there’s a “suggested” contribution on join-
ing of $200,000; the money goes to the East Lake
Foundation, which supports programs serving children,
teens, and adults in the neighborhood.

The club hosts the PGA Tour’s season-ending Tour
Championship. Meanwhile, Cousins is doing his part to
democratize the game, adding a new set of public links,
the Charlie Yates golf course, its lush fairways fronting
the Villages of East Lake — making the game Cousins
loves an everyday feature in the lives of the mostly
minority children who live there. These kids can choose
recreational activities through The First Tee of East
Lake, a golf and life skills program based at the Yates
course.

Can this community course be the future of golf
itself? One of the young players on the Charlie Yates
course seems to answer the question wordlessly during
a visit from a journalist. The teenager squares up, takes
a deep breath, and crushes a golf ball — a little white
piece of possibility — 250 yards down the middle of the
fairway. Tiger, watch your back.

MISSIONARIES FOR THE EAST LAKE MODEL

So, about that short note from Warren Buffett. We
come now to our next chapter.

To give the East Lake Model legs, Cousins, Buffett
and philanthropist-businessman Julian Robertson found-
ed Purpose Built Communities. The new nonprofit is
headed by former UGA president Charles Knapp, who
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